
What is waste management and why is it important?

Waste management includes all the activities and processes involved in managing waste from its creation to its final re-use or disposal. Waste typically refers to the physical aspect 
of various materials which can be in solid, liquid or gas form. When incorporating the circular economy mindset, waste can also refer to other resources such as energy, water use 
and human/ mechanical involvement.

The types of actions involved in waste management include the separation, sorting, collection, transportation, processing, treatment and disposal of waste materials. This is usually 
waste produced by human activity. These activities need to take place in line with waste-related laws and regulations to ensure compliance and the safe handling and process of all 
materials. 

Waste management deals with a wide variety of waste which comes from industrial, biological, commercial and household sources. Some types of waste are hazardous and pose a 
serious threat to human health and the environment. Even non-hazardous waste left untreated or disposed of incorrectly, creates health and environmental risks.


